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The purpose of the Clearinghouse in short of to 
prevent job bouncing where positive drug and 
alcohol tests results, refusing to test and 
information of return-to-duty status. 

The return-to-work steps require the driver must 
do the following to be eligible to perform a 
safety-sensitive function. 

• Be evaluated by a substance abuse
professional (SAP).

• Participate in/complete the treatment
prescribed by the SAP.

• Pass a drug and/or alcohol return-to-duty test
following the results:

o Alcohol with a result indicating an alcohol
concentration of less than 0.02; and/or

o Controlled Substances with a result
indicating a verified negative result drug
use.

• Have documented follow-up testing schedule

Employers do have a level of responsibility to 
report negative results within 72 hours of 
receiving the information. 

Canada-Specific: 
Canada does have a similar agency, the CCMTA 
(Canadian Council of Motor Transportation 
Administrators). 

The CCMTA has a Strategic Plan 5-year Plan to 
focus on making Canadian roads safer. 

The 5 Priorities: 
• Member Driven Solutions

o Meet Member Needs
o Maximize Resources
o Exchange Knowledge

• Agreements (Develop and Maintain Pan-
Canadian and International Agreements)

o Supporting reciprocity, a core component
o Support MOUs
o Emphasize the NSC Standards (National

Safety Code)
o The Canadian License Agreement
o Canada's Road Safety Strategy 2025

(Towards Zero: The Safest Roads in the
World Program)

• Government and Stakeholder Relationships
(Value Added Key Initiatives)

o Responsiveness
o Effectiveness
o Consultation

• Organizational Effectiveness
o Capacity
o Capability
o Monitor and improve governance
o Identify appropriate revenue and growth

strategies to ensure sustainability
• Technology Services

o Enhance Data Exchange
o Develop and Provide Digital Services
o Continue to meet current and emerging

data requirements
o Support to development and provision of

digital services

There are a few DOT rules in Canada that 
differ from US. 

• HOS rule allows Canadian drivers 13 hours of
drive time in a day with a total of 14 hours on
duty.

• When operating in the US, Canadian drivers
must comply with US DOT Rules.

It is important to remain diligent with the various 
rules and regulations that apply to your 
operations. We continue to see the FMCSA and 
other Federal (Canada and U.S.), as well as State 
and Provincial enforcement entities make 
changes that most certainly can affect how we 
operate our fleet and drivers. 

Having a DOT Consulting company can certainly 
benefit navigating the current and changing 
regulations. Understanding how many of these 
rules is important for all of us to understand so 
you can manage your operations effectively, but 
most of all safely. 
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